System, 1994). In the US, Latinas and African-American women make up 60% of the female prison population. And despite their small numbers in the population, Native Americans are ten times more likely than whites to be imprisoned (Rojas, 1998 sentences when compared with white powder cocaine users and dealers (Waters, 1998 can call him that. And they knew that. But still he said that's why they're using women to bring drugs to the country because they think that the system is not going to be as hard on women as on male prisoners. He said that's not the case.
The women I interviewed became involved in the transnational drug trade through three paths: economic need, threats and coercion, and deception. Faced with poverty and often without a second income to support the family, many women make the choice to risk carrying drugs, sometimes believing it will be a one-off. Maureen's case, she believes, was exacerbated by a customs officer who mistook her for another detainee and stated that she was carrying ?9500, rather than the few hundred pounds she actually had with her. In the face of racialized stereotypes of African-Caribbean drug traffickers, Maureen's class status is erased. She is processed through the criminal justice system as 'just another' courier, found guilty by a predominantly white jury and given a mandatory minimum sentence.
Interviewees
While it may be tempting to draw a bold line between guilt and innocence in these two cases, the reality of women's involvement in importation is far more blurred. In 
